
 

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
Senator Sharon Y. Moriwaki, Vice Chair 
Committee on Ways & Means 

Wednesday , February 28, 2024 
10:01 AM, Room 211 or  Via Videoconference 

RE: SB2474 SD1 Paid Family/Medical Leave Insurance Program - Support 

Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki & Members of the Committee, 

The Chamber of Sustainable Commerce represents over 100 small 
businesses across the State that strive to achieve a triple bottom line: 
people, planet and prosperity — we know Hawaii can strengthen its economy 
without hurting workers, consumers, communities or the environment. This is 
why we support SB2474 SD1. 

Leslie Malu Shizue Miki, owner of Abundant Life Natural Foods store in Hilo, 
and one of our members shared her thoughts on this bill: 

“At first I thought, ‘I care about my employees but we don't have the 
funds to pay 16 weeks of paid leave — my grocery store would go 
under and we'd all be out of a job'; then I took a closer look at SB2474 
and realized the state could help me be a better and more profitable 
small business owner by running this insurance program just like TDI 
(temporary disability insurance). Under SB2474, I would be able to 
afford my share of the premiums to cover 16 weeks of paid leave if an 
employee had to care for their dying loved one!  It's the humane thing 
to do”.   

Coming out of the Covid pandemic, our economy’s resiliency validated the 
importance of having financial safety-nets for working families. It’s important 
to compare and contrast how our state intervenes (or chooses not to 
intervene) when an individual family’s crisis could result in their homeless-
ness compared to when an entire community faces homelessness because 
of wildfires, lava flow or global pandemic. SB2474 SD1 would provide a 
needed safety net to all working families, regardless whether that family is 
suffering alone or with the entire state. 

The Chamber of Sustainable Commerce submits A Better Balance’s 2023 
white paper titled “The Business Case for Paid Family and Medical Leave:” 
https://www.abetterbalance.org/resources/the-business-case-for-paid-
family-and-medical-leave/ 
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